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W H A T W E D O

State foresters manage and protect state and private forests,  

which encompass nearly two- th i rds of the nation 's forests.

W ith support th rough the USDA Forest Service's State and Private Forestry  

programs, state foresters p romo te forest heal th by:

Delivering technical managemen t assistance to forestland owners  

Delivering technical tree care assistance to communi t ies

Protect ing state and private forests th rough wi ld land fire prevent ion and   

suppression

Providing training and educat ional opportuni t ies for private and state  

forestry f ield personnel and the pub l ic

Conduct ing ground and aerial surveys to detect recurring and   

unant ic ipated forest heal th condit ions
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Right now , more than 8 0 mi l l ion forested acres in

Uni ted States are at risk of damage f rom insects and  

disease. Withou t  remediat ion ,  about  25% of trees  

greater than one inch in d iameter wi l l d ie by 2027.

C U R R E N T  D A N G E R S  T O  A M E R I C A ' S F O R E S T S
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Data col lected f rom the National Interagency Fire  

Center: https://www.nifc.gov/fireInfo/fireInfo_statistics .html
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As the  ta l ly of  dead  a n d  diseased trees grows ,  t he  risk of  

ca tas t roph ic  w i ld f i re  g rows too .
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G Y P S Y M O T H

Non-native insect in t roduced  

in to  Massachusetts in 1869

Caterpillars defol iate oaks and   

many  other  hardwoods  

eventually causing tree  

mor ta l i ty

Forest Service, APHIS, and   

states work  to  suppress  

infestations in  infested areas,  

eradicate infestations, and   

slow- the-spread along the   

1,000 m i le  advancing front.
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S O U T H E R N P I N E B E E T L E

Native insect, historically f ound   

f r o m Maryland south to Texas and   

Florida

Infestations have recently been

f ound in Ne w Jersey, Ne w York

and Connect icut

Infestations quickly kil l large areas  

of mature , dense p ine forests

Forest Service and  state partners  

have preventat ively t h inned m o re   

t han  1mi l l ion  acres to  improve   

tree heal th  and  m a ke  forests  

m o re resistant to beet le attacks
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B A R K B E E T L E S

There are several species of  bark  

beetles in  t he  West t ha t  im p a c t   

forests: t he m o u n t a in p ine beetle,  

spruce beetle, and  Douglas-f ir  

beet le have h a d  the  m o s t   

signif icant im p a c t recently

Infestations of these native beetles  

have ki l led nearly 50  m i l l ion  acres  

since 2 0 0 0

The Forest Service's strategy has  

focused on  p ro tec t ing h u m a n   

safety in  areas w i t h  hazardous  

trees and reduc ing fire risk in h igh   

value areas

N AT I O N A L A S S O C I AT I O N  OF  STATE FORESTERS



E M E R A L D A S H B O R E R

Non-native beet le f r o m Asia, f irst  

f ound in Mich igan in 2002

It has quickly spread to 28 states,  

and ki l led tens of mi l l ions of trees

The Forest Service has assisted  

APHIS and  states in  deve loping  

tools to he lp de tec t and manage   

infestations

Perhaps the  m o s t  cha l lenging  

and d a m ag ing pest state forestry  

agencies are deal ing w i t h
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C R I T I C A L C H A L L E N G E S :
F O R A L L O F A M E R I C A ' S F O R E S T S

Pests and disease. Over the next  50 years,  

there 's a real risk of losing 20+ tree species.

Wildland fire trends . As the costs of wildf ire  

suppression has become an increasingly  

larger por t ion of the USDA Forest Service's  

budget , funding for forest health programs  

on cooperative lands has declined .

Burdensome ,  and somet imes unnecessary,  

bureaucrat ic processes and restrictions .



Pests do not respect 
boundaries

Pests move faster than 

Congress

Pest  out las t  congress iona l  

terms .

Pests do not respect 

federal budgets .
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