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August 25, 2003

The Honorable W.J. "Billy" Tauzin, Chairman
Committee on Energy and Commerce

U.S. House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20515-6115

Dear Chairman Tauzin:

The Energy and Commerce Committee's investigation into the causes of
the August 14th outage in the Eastern Interconnection is an important step in
improving the reliability of the three transmission grids in North American. This
important investigation, however, should not slow down final Congressional
action on consensus electric reliability provisions that have been pending in
Congress for the past three years. Action is needed in September to enact
federal reliability legislation into law. We cannot delay any longer.

Below are responses to the questions you posed in your letter of
August 20, The responses are my own, but are informed by the policies of
Western governors, as reflected in the resolutions of the Western Governors'
Association.

(1) What were the basic causes and contributing events that led to the
August 14th blackout and its severity? Describe the following in
your answer:

a. the location, character, and proximate cause of the initial
disruption in the transmission and supply of electricity; and

b. the "cascading" effect of the disruption through multiple
utility systems and States.

The causes are as yet unknown. It is important that the experts in
system operation, under the umbrella of the North American Electric Reliability
Council, take the lead in determining the technical causes of the outage.

Following the 1996 cascading outages in the Western Interconnection,
the Western Electricity Coordinating Council or WECC (then the Western
Systems Coordinating Council) conducted the technical analysis of the outages.
The Department of Energy used that technical analysis in preparing a report to
the President. Keep in mind that neither the Department of Energy nor the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission has the technical reliability expertise
needed to evaluate the causes of outages. The model used in the West in 1996
should be used to investigate the August 14" outage.






