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March 28, 2018

Honorable Ken Calvert
Chairman
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and
Related Agencies
308 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Honorable Betty McCollum
Ranking Member
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and
Related Agencies
308 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Chairman Calvert and Ranking Member McCollum:
We are writing to express Western Governors’ continued concerns about the threats that invasive
quagga and zebra mussels pose to western waters, and to highlight the vital role that U.S.
Department of the Interior (DOI) agencies play in combating these invaders.
Every year, invasive quagga and zebra mussels cost millions of dollars in lost economic activity and
cause significant environmental impacts to waterbodies in the West. It is of paramount importance
to prevent the spread of these species into uninfested waterways, particularly the Columbia River
basin – the last major uninfested water system in the continental U.S.
The primary means by which these aquatic mussels spread is by traveling on the hulls and in the
ballast tanks of boats leaving infested waterbodies. The application of effective inspection and
decontamination practices as watercraft leave infested waters is the first line of defense against
their proliferation.
DOI agencies have jurisdiction over several major infested waterbodies in the West, including Lake
Mead, Lake Powell and Lake Havasu. The boat inspection and decontamination policies of the
agencies managing these waterbodies – the Bureau of Land Management (BLM), the Bureau of
Reclamation (BOR), and the National Park Service (NPS) – are key to regional efforts to contain
these species. NPS and BLM currently operate several voluntary inspection and decontamination
programs at infested waterbodies, mostly at the request of, and in collaboration with, states. These
programs, however, do not go far enough. An effective containment program requires DOI agency
law enforcement staff to conduct mandatory inspection and decontamination of all high-risk vessels
(long-term slipped and moored watercraft). An opinion from the DOI Solicitor’s Office describing
these agencies’ current authorities is included as an attachment to this letter.
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Western Governors believe that the failure of DOI agencies to implement mandatory inspection and
decontamination of all high-risk watercraft leaving infested waterbodies under their jurisdiction
presents a risk to all western water resources. As you consider appropriations legislation for Fiscal
Year 2019, we request that you provide BLM, BOR, and NPS with both the resources and authority
necessary to implement these important management actions.
We appreciate your consideration of this important issue.
Sincerely,

Dennis Daugaard
Governor of South Dakota
Chair, WGA
Attachment

David Ige
Governor of Hawaii
Vice Chair, WGA

